
The California Indian Seal and the Spanish-Mexican Seal 

are two six-foot diameter bronze seals inset on either 

side of the Great Seal of California on the west steps of 

the State Capitol. They were dedicated on May 28, 2002.

The California Indian Seal was 
designed by Robert Freeman, a 
Luiseño Indian born on the Rincón 
Indian Reservation in San Diego 
County. The names of 68 Cali-
fornia Indian tribes are inscribed 
along the border. The Seal in-
cludes images of an Indian woman 
with an infant and child, a man 
wearing a fl icker quill headdress, 
and a dancer holding wands.

California Indian commemorative Seal

The Spanish-Mexican Seal was 
designed by artists Donna Billick 
and Susan Shelton. A Spaniard’s 
profi le and the face of an indig-
enous person are depicted in the 
center of the seal. Other images 
include the fi rst encounter of the 
two cultures and chronicle the 
ensuing transformations.

Spanish-Mexican Commemorative Seal

Photos and text courtesy of California State Library and California State Parks.

A rare color Lithograph showing the state capitol, 
circa 1880.  (Lithography courtesy of University of California, Berkeley)

Close-Up of the gold-plated Sphere atop the capitol. 
Installed in 1873.  The orb is 30 inches in diameter, made of cop-
per, and plated with melted-down gold coins. 
 (Photo courtesy of Joint Rules Committee)
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